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HTC Calendar

· January 28—7:00 p.m.—One-Month Meeting for Girls w/ Goals

· January 29—New HTC Class Begins in Douglas
USDA Rural Development

Mutual Self-Help Housing Program Opportunity Available in Douglas
     Are you interested in owning your own home?  Think it is out of reach?  A new program is coming to Douglas and may be the answer to your hopes and dreams for homeownership.

     The Mutual Self-Help Housing program is designed to help very low and low-income individuals and families, who are unable to buy clean safe housing through conventional methods, construct their own homes.  The program offers financial as well as professional assistance that allows families to build and own a home.

     Families participating in a Mutual Self-Help project perform approximately 65 percent of the construction labor on each other’s homes under qualified supervision.  

     The Program is funded through USDA in the form of loans and grants.  The loans are acquired by the participating families and are very reasonable.  Loans can extend up to 33 years (up to 38 years for some exceptions), payment assistance can reduce the interest rate to as low as 1 percent.  The loan funds are used to purchase the land and the necessary supplies and materials for building each individual home.  The grant is awarded to the non-profit operating the program (CANDO in this case).  The grant is to be used for: the purchase of the equipment that will be used in building each and every home and that will remain with the program, to pay for a qualified “contractor” to oversee building the houses, and an administrator to oversee the grants, loans and the project.  

     There are two applications for the program the pre-application and the full application.  The pre-application and the full application.  The pre-application phase grants up to $10,000, which is to be used in establishing the program and determining its success.  During the pre-application phase the families are chosen, their loan paperwork is filled out, the housing costs, location, and designs are determined, the contractor is hired, and the full application is completed.  The full application includes the overall building and management plans for the program.  Once the full application is complete and approved building can begin.

     The Self-Help Housing program may remain in existence as long as it continues to be successful and there is funding available.  The houses being built in a giben year need to be relatively close together, but the program could alternate from Douglas to Glenrock.  The program is very beneficial in many  ways, not only does it help families to own a home, but also teaches fiancial, time management, teamwork, and building skills in the process.

     This program has a lot of possibilities for many of you.  If you would like to add your name to the list of interested families or want more information call Sue McBride—358-0790 or Erin Alspach—358-2000.
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